AEGUMENT     FEOM    THE    GENERAL -

CONSENT  OP MANKIND

"D EFOEE proceeding to the argument from Marks
of Design, which, as it seems to me, must always
be the main strength, of Natural Theism, we may
dispose briefly of some other arguments which are of
little scientific weight but which have greater influence
on the human mind than much better arguments,
because they are appeals to authority, and it is by
authority that the opinions of the bulk of mankind
are principally and not unnaturally governed. The
.authority invoked is that of mankind generally, and
specially of some of its wisest men; particularly such
as were in other respects conspicuous examples of -
breaking loose from received prejudices. Socrates
-and Plato, Bacon, Locke, and Newton, Descartes and
Leibnitz, are common examples.

It may doubtless be good advice to persons who in
point of knowledge and cultivation are not entitled to
thinkthemselves competent judgesof difficult questions,